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Li Track of His Majejifs armed Brig Lion from England to Davis's Streights and Labrador, with C 
determining the Longitude by Sun and Moon and Error of Common Reckonings alfo the Variation 
and Dip of the Needle ', as obferved during the faid Voyage in 1776. By Lieutenant Richard 
Commander of the faid Veffel\ communicated by Nevil Mafkelyne^ D. D. F. R. S* and Jflronomer , 

N. B. The day is fet down according to the log-book; 
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Thefe I have not worked. 
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fd bore away j calling it the Lion's Bank. 

Swell from the Southward. 
Carried away the fore-yard, 
S.W^fwell* loft all Our birds; 



Very gooiobfervations and the 
veUei fteady, when made. 

Cape Farewell's lat. 59 38'N. 
long, by obi; 42 42" W, 



The Eaftermoit part of it.^ 
rSaw Cape bare well bearing 
i N by W. by compafs, diftance 
^ about 7 or 8 leagu es. 
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A continuation 
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A Continuation of the Track of His Majefty's armed Brig Lion, from Gape Farewell along 
Greenland, for the Determination of the Pofition of the Coaft, as like wife the Dip, Varia 
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to the tops of the hills. 



Dip of the needle 81 3 q> 



Noon. 



14 



7 o o 



15 



16 



Noon. 
Noon, 

Noon. 

Noon. 



21 3 25 15 



62 11 



62 v% o 



48 o 



48 is 



62 50 o 

63 14 o 

64 38 o 
64 57 o 



6 4 55 13 



wi^*■l^^.■* l ^ W |,.| l ^c■^^te-■^stJ^Ci , ' • 



49 O 
49 53 

51 26 

52 sH 



52 53i 



5* 3 



53 3 
53 5^ 

55 3* 



39 


4 


L 

2 


23 42 O 


- 


-- 


40 10 


- 
" * 


NW 


40 


4 


<• 

" < 

2 


25 2 O 
25 C 
24 58 O 


- 




42 0. 

43 .0 
43 ° 


25 O O 


42 40 


17 56 
17 46 
17 .40 


28 40 

27 40 

28 3P 


17 47 


28 3 




- - 


4i 


4 


2 


Mf mm* 


— 


*** «M 


- - 


4a 


4 


6 


- 


- 


*•■» taar 


- - 


- 


- 


fcM 


- -. 




•a* •» 


:- - 


■ 

6l 

^ I 




r 

• 

- 


Double being 
reflected hor. 

68 48 
68 18 
68 
67 40 
67 18 
67 10 




NeareftL. 
68 1 
68 3 
68 4 
68 5 
68 6 15 
68 6 


■ 


167 52 20 


68 4 12 



Calm. 



46 54 



None. 



Dip of 

Man} 
coali 
leagi 
in* 



48 17 



None. 



r - Clear w< 



-N 
SW 

sw 



f Land 
I leas 
f Thick 
I SSE 

{Thick 
of roc 
day's I 
miles 1 

At an 
Mull 



t 



TThefe 
on ft 
zon* 
by r 
tudej 
clear 
the i 
for tl 



\ 



t- r»~?~ 'm m< \t ' \»i m * < tmi* * < n \ » 1 mh i t iii 



Dip of the needle 81 30* 

Many ifles off this part of the 
coalt, and foundings about 1 2 
leagues ofiy though none clofe 
in* 



Clear weather** 



f Land from N 3G E to S 2 E 3 
I leagues off. -> 
f Thick weather; land NE to 
1 SSE 4 leagues off. 
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By thefe bbfervatibhs I deduce tfiH Cote 
to lay in latitude 64 55 13 N. 
and longitude 52 50 30 W. 
Variation 50 -56 o W. 

Dip of the needle 8 1 22 30 
Flow of the tide, fpring,- 14 f. 
— . — — . — tieip, 9f. 
High water full and change at ioh. 15" 
A. M. 

Pip, Face E mark end down, 82 30 
Face W ditto, ^ 15 

Poles changed, Face W ditto$ 80 30 

■ Face E. «** — » 80 1 



No foundings* clear* weather. 

Little or no ice, and fieady weather. 

Clofe to a Very extenfive field of ice, 
and an appearance of land at the back } 
the dip of the needle as underneath : 
J Mark, end up, face K. 86 o 

j — — — faceW. 85 40 

[ Poles changed, face W. 8 5 50 

(^ -i -a. tat. f aC e W. 8^ 36 



| C Sailing along the field" of ice to the N. E. 
I rigging froie 

Loft fight of the ice. 

C Saw another l&rgc field of ice to the Eaft- 
2, ward. 

Thefe four days fometimes thick fog, 

and- others clear weather, a heavy 

fwcll from the South. 



CAt 1 a, this night was in latitude 63 14? 
I and nearly the fame longitude as at noon. 
C Vaft quantity of very large ice iflands, 
I and a greit fea, with thick weather. 

Frefh gales, thick weather, and ice iflands. 

C Saw high land bearing N. E. diflance 20 
t leagues, a great {well, and little wind. 
Light airs all this dayj the land appear 

ihg high, and in many places covered 

with fnow. 

{Little winds from the S. W. about four 
leagues from the land foundings from 
60 to 25 fathoms, fandy ground. 
5" Standing in and out to get to the fouth 
wardj wind S. W. blows ilrong. 
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/-When thefe obfenrations were taken 
J Mount Cuningham bore SSB, diftance 
!> \ about fix leagues^ depth of water 65 

L fathoms* fandy ground. 



C Land from SE to ENE. feven leagues off 
I no foundings. 



'When thefe obfenrations were taken 
there was little ice in fight, the wea- 
ther fine, fea fmooth, the land from E. 
to SSW. which was high and about 12 
leagues off, being that part named 
^ Chriftian Sonnd, and where the Danes 

I fnr fnmi' \re>ar<i wnrlrpd !i filver mine. 
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there was little ice in fight, the wea- 
ther fine, fea fmooth, the land from E. > 
to SSW. which was high and about 12 
leagues off, being that part named 
Chriftian Sonnd, and where the Danes 
for fome years worked a filver mine, 
and as this coaft has in many places 
ilrong appearances of iron ore* this may 
be one, and in all probability may oc- 
calion this high variation* 



Land In fight* 



C The extremes of the land from NE. to 
I SW. diftance fix leagues. 



C Within one mile of the mouth of a rocky 
I river, with a rapid tide 

Land from E. to ENE. very high. 

C Hard gales with much rain, and a great 

1 fea, wind SWBS, weather thick. 

Xhick clofe weather, with little .wind. 

Foggy weather. 

CThe land like Ifiand3. Caught many 

2 large holiibutts. 

r Dip, mark end up, face E. 83 30 

J — — face W. 84 40 

S Poles changed, face W. 850 
I — «—.-». — face E. 85 o 
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A Track of His Majefty's armed Brig Lion, from Davis's Straits to the Coaft of Labra< 
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V. Greenwicl 



We anchored in Porcupine Harbour, where we ftaid until the 26th of September, and from tl 
to England; which being a common rout, 1 fhall conclude with a few general obfervations on 
world, fo little known and fo terribly reprefented by people who, in order to raife their own mc 
gets and difficulties of common occurrences; merely hecaufe the places are unknown, and there 
probability of their ever being contradicted. I do not mean this as a perfonal reflexion ; but hi 
with many of the mafters of Greenland veflels r as well as their employers, and heard fuch dre 
thofe countries, I cannot help remarking it as a circumftance equally foolifh and ridiculous, ten 
thofe who from a laudable principle would be benefactors to their country, but are deterred fron 



Labr adore* 



Remarks, &c« 



C The land near Balls River in fight, mak> 
£ ing id Jfiands. 



* Thefe obfervatfons are very good ones, 
yet as they give too little, and dif- 

I agree with the reft, I did not pav much 
regard to them, nor alter the track, as 
I cannot ainfwer for the Working of 
thenu 



r A very heavy gafe of vtlitd, whichobliged: 
< us to throw overboard the guns we 
L had on deck. ' 

r This night, for the firft time (the gak 

being over and fine weather), faw the . 

aurora borealis, which began in the SE. 

quarter* but was neither foftrong nor fo 

beautiful as in the louthew hernifpherej 



f By the observations on the ioth^ I Bud 
the error of* the common reckoning to 
have increafed 55 miles,, and by theie to 
have increafed 50 miles ;- therefore ftiall 
alter the track to the obfervations,, as l 
think them a fufficient confirmation of 
the truth. 
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High land EbSdiftance »a leagues, which 
was the laft we faw. 

Moderate breezes, and no ice to be feen. 

Ditto,- with mills. 

Frefli gates* 

Frefh gales. 

Cloudy weather. 

Saw the firft ice Iflands on the Labradore. 

Much ice. 

Much ice. 

•* Round Hill Iftand, boreNW. fix or feven 
leagues, which being theeaftern part of 
America, I make it to- be in latitude 
53 3Z N. longitude 54 29 W. of 

„ Greenwich. 
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>wn merit, make dan- 
id there is little or no 
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ich dreadful Itories of 
>us, tending to miflead 
red from it by fuch re^ 



thofe countries, I cannot help remarking it as a circumftance equally foolifh and ridiculous, ten 
thofe who from a laudable principle would be benefa&ors to their country, but are deterred fron 
prefentations ; and I appeal to thofe feries of fails for the truth of my aflertion. The weather i 
is, in the fpring and autumn, boifterous ; the feas run irregular, like the Gulph of Li< 
places I could inftance (that is fhort and high) ; oecafioned (I imagine) by the narrownefs of 
many impediments it meets with from the ice, and its being open to the fouthern parts of the 
As the fouth winds are always the ftrongeft, bring thick weather, and the greateft fea, £o the nort 
fine clear weather, and are feldom ftrong. I lhall here finifh thefe obfervations, with the partic 
&c. and lhall communicate obfervations on the ice,, the atmofphere,. the land of Forbiflxer, and 
of a north weft parage, ia a £hort time. 
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